Muddy lung.
A 31-year-old man, a racing car driver, was submerged in muddy water as the result of an accident. He died from respiratory failure after a 17-day clinical course. Foreign body granulomatosis and massive fibrosis of the lung were revealed at autopsy. The crystalline foreign bodies mainly were composed of silicon and ranged in size from 20 micron to 500 micron in diameter (average, 90 micron). Their distribution in the lungs corresponded to the areas of lung carnification. In this study, the authors demonstrate that near drowning in muddy water causes pulmonary silicate granulomatosis associated with carnificating fibrosis of the lung and term the pulmonary changes "muddy lung."